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INTERNATIONAL ARTIST MAGAZINE AWARD WINNER

Sophie Ploeg, a Dutch artist residing 
near Bristol, United Kingdom, received 

a master’s and Ph.D. in art history in the 
Netherlands. She specialized in English 
Baroque architecture and rhetorical theory. 
Her passion for the subject matter comes 
alive in various ways in her artwork—
antique textiles, Old Masters references 
and more. 

“I studied art history at university 
and most of my inspiration comes from 
there,” says the self-taught artist. “I am 
very interested in 17th-century Europe and 
find ideas in the amazing depictions of 
dress and fabric, especially lace, in Tudor 
and Baroque painting as well as in the 
beautiful stillness of Dutch 17th-century 
portraiture. Baroque architecture is the 
three-dimensional equivalent of these 
art forms and provides a wonderful all-
enveloping inspirational experience.  
I love visiting old English country houses 
and submerge myself in the world of  
17th-century women.”

Ploeg also finds inspiration from the 19th 
century, including its fashions and lace, 
and the theater. Theatrical tones stemming 
from costumes, dramatic lighting or a 
stage set appearance are featured in many 
of her works.

Much of Ploeg’s artwork starts with 
ideas in her head. She lets them fully 
form over time, and then translates them 
to canvas. “I collect the necessary props, 
such as fabrics or lace. I find the model—
usually friends or locals, often myself if it 
suits the image I am trying to conceive. 
I then set the scene in my studio,” Ploeg 
explains. “If possible, I paint it from there, 
but often I take many photos of the set-
up and work on the design further on 
my computer. Once I am happy with the 
scene I create, I paint it straight onto 
canvas.”

In her artwork, Ploeg tries to “avoid 
gimmicks, formulas and decorativeness, 
but the tension between beauty, meaning 

and decorative motifs is a dynamic one.” 
And, she hopes collectors will see find 
meaning in the image’s beauty or concept. 

“I am unapologetically feminine in my 
subject matter and interested in feminist 
issues,” she says. “I hope to use beauty in 

Rooted by History
The paintings of artist Sophie Ploeg are anchored by her love for art history.

SOPHIE PLOEG
Bristol, UK  |  sophieploegart@gmail.com

www.sophieploeg.com
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such a way as to show women’s strength 
and equality.”

Ploeg is represented by Haynes Galleries 
in Nashville, Tennessee. In spring 2016 
she will have an exhibition of new works 
at Catto Gallery in London, and she is 
working toward an autumn 2017 showing of 
works inspired by the historic art collection 
at Welbeck Abbey in Nottinghamshire in 
the U.K. 

Ploeg was the Second Prize Winner of 
International Artist magazine’s Challenge 
No. 89, Still Life.
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1 
Three Pearls, oil on linen, 
12 x 20"

2 
Looking Back, oil on 
linen, 24 x 20"

3 
Brabant Lace, oil on linen, 
12 x 10". This painting 
received Second Prize 
in International Artist 
magazine’s Challenge 
No. 89, Still Life.

4 
Fallen Leaves, oil on linen, 
38 x 40"

5 
Artist Sophie Ploeg.

Sophie Ploeg.indd   159 9/29/15   2:14 PM


